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IMPLICATIONS OF CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 1962 
Yamna Shabbir 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

After the world war II the two super powers emerged on the globe known as United States 
and Soviet Union and each knew that the other had nuclear weapons capable of destroying each 
other. During the cold war era after World War II there were 13 days of tension in which the United 
States and Soviet Union were about to began the world war III just at a push of a button and these 
days are remembered as the Cuban missile crisis (CMC) of 1962.  

 
Cuba a small state near US and one of the ally of USSR , US tried to overthrow Cuba's new 

Communist government that failed attempt was known as the Bay of pigs and it convinced Cuba to 
seek help from USSR, so USSR deployed nuclear missiles in Cuba to protect the Island by the time 
US intelligence discovered the plan. At a meeting on October 16th 1962 military advisers urged an 
air strike on missile sites and invasion of the island but president John F. Kennedy chose a more 
careful approach on October 22nd he announced that the US navy would intercept all shipments to 
Cuba but this was not liked by USSR now here the crisis starts US demanded the removal of the 
missiles in Cuba and the USSR insisted they were only defensive. US was prepared for launch but 
the diplomacy carried on, in Washington DC General Robert Kennedy secretly met with Soviet 
ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin and after intense negotiation they decided that US would removed 
missiles from Turkey and Italy and promised to never invade Cuba and in exchange USSR would 
remove the nuclear missiles from Cuba under UN inspection. 

 
The next day Soviet missiles started to be removed from Cuba. Crisis was now over but the 

people of the respective states called this, bargaining with the enemy but historical analysis shows 
that great admiration is for Kennedy and Khrushchev with their ability to diplomatically solve the 
crisis. 
 
 
Impact on the US 

 
The main effect of CMC was on the reputation of John F. Kennedy domestically and 

internationally. This was due to the firm stance decision in the negotiations which was heralded as 
great statesmanship of John F. Kennedy, when the crisis was over it was seemed that victory was 
accomplished by Kennedy as he was able to negotiate with Khrushchev to remove the nuclear 
missiles from Cuba but on the back, US also had to remove their nuclear missiles from Spain and 
Turkey which was kept secret and although it is often forgotten that his bungling of the Bay of Pigs 
invasion had helped lead to the missile crisis in the first place.    

 
 
Impact of CMC on Cuba 

 
The most effective result on Cuba was that it removed the Castro regime which has 

oppressed the Cuban people for over 50 years which had ended US army support and any other 
direct US intervention. A very important consequence was that it removed all nuclear weapons 
from Cuba including the 100 tactical missiles theoretically not covered by agreement. 
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Impact on the USSR 
The CMC had severe  implications on Khrushchev’s leadership as many of his critics 

justified their beliefs that his premiership was weak  as  he agreed  to withdrawal missiles from 
Cuba  but this was because US also made  the withdrawal of missiles from Turkey and Spain but 
secretly ,this showed the USSR backed instead of both but if it was public it have been more 
beneficial for USSR as they would be seen as equal as a consequence China broke relations with 
Russia in 1964 and he was forced into retirement by other soviet officials who claimed that the 
missile crisis was proof of his reckless decision making and his inability to lead the soviet union 
after him Leonid Brezhnev became the owner of premiership and sought to reduce tensions with the 
United States.  

 
 
Impact on diplomatic relations of US and USSR 

 
Two other important results of the crisis related to US and USSR diplomatic relations came 

out in unique forms. First, despite the intense of direct and indirect communications between the 
white house and the Kremlin, Kennedy and Khrushchev and their legal advisers struggled a lot 
throughout the crisis to clearly understand each others’ true intentions, while the world hung on the 
brink of possible nuclear war as Kennedy and Khrushchev had peered into the abyss of nuclear 
destruction but had managed to pull back from it. In order to prevent this from happening again and 
to facilitate direct communication between the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States, a 
direct telephone link between the White House and the Kremlin was established, from Moscow to 
Washington; it became known as the “Red Hotline.” 
Secondly, in August 1963 the two super powers signed the Test Ban Treaty banning atmospheric 
and underwater nuclear testing to avoid any possible miss conceptions between the nations. 
 
 
Impact of Cuban Missile Crisis internationally 

 
Cuban Missile Crisis was the lowest point of the Cold War when USA deployed nuclear 

missiles in Spain and turkey then Russia also deployed their nuclear missiles in Cuba and a Fear 
was in the environment of United States that if the nuclear war broke many American cities will be 
destroyed. When the crisis was over the world took a deep breath when the crises were over. 
In 1968 a Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was signed among the countries of the world which was  
a treaty which stopped the supplying of Nuclear weapons to another country which America did to 
a lot of countries near Russia which were not its own territory. 
 
 
Conclusion 

 
The Cuban missile crisis revealed just how fragile human politics are compared to the 

terrifying power they can unleash and slight miscommunication can do a vast destruction. 
Negotiating and to solve the matters diplomatically is the key to resolve a conflict. 
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